Potential Benefits of Outdoor
School

For Children:
e Engagement in and motivation for learning and
problemsolving

e Improved performance on TAKS tests in science,
mathematics, reading, writing and social studies

e Experience closer relationships with classmates
in a new environment

e Appreciation for environmental stewardship

e Enhanced self awareness, confidence and

individual pride

e Exposure to role models and experiences that
inspire children to pursue careers in science and
mathematics

For Classroom Teachers

e Better relationships with and appreciation of
individual students and their interests, abilities, and
aptitudes

e Improved student academic performance

e Training and professional development in the
delivery of science and mathematics, environmental,
and social studies programs in an outdoor setting

e Expanded understanding and application of the
use of technology in the classroom

e Reduction in disciplinary problems

Does TEA support activities like
Outdoor School?

Yes! Please read the following excerpt from The ()l l I)()()l{

2002 Texas Guidelines For Instructional Field

Experiences TEA pub #BRO2 210 02. ‘ ‘

i The purpose of these gul J dr es

the need for field investigations and
curriculumbased field trips for the students of .
Texas. In order to prepare citizens who Where nature is the C|a$§rOQT
understand science and science phenomena, ‘ £
students must gain firstand knowledge of the ‘ﬁ
worl d. o

i Science |l earning exper
classroom, in the laboratory, and in the field. In
these experiences, students discover facts,
concepts, and laws of science for themselves,

much as scientist do in their professional lives.
Experiences that extend the classroom into the

field allow students to explore, observe, and
investigate things in the natural world that cannot

be brought into the classroom learning
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environment. O
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OUTDOOR SCHOOL

Presbyterian Camps at Gilmont, Inc.

6075 S Hwy 155 N OUTDOOR SCHOOL
Gilmer, Texas 75644
866GILMONT (866-4456668) Camp Gilmont
90379%#6400

cgilmontpc@aol.com

www.campgilmont.org Gilmer, Texas



Where is Camp Gilmont?

What is Outdoor School?

Camp Gilmont is located just north of Gilmer, Texas off

Camp Gilmont State Highway 155, and is situated on 400 acres with some
Outdoor School of the highest hills in East Texas. With forested areas,
(CGOS), is a nature walks, two lakes, creeks, modern cabins, a dining
¥ place where hall, and indoor meeting rooms, Camp Gilmont provides
students are optimum lodging and learning environments for students.
immersed in a — - Who delivers the program?
real world
outdoor Camp Gilmont outdoor school staff deliver the
| classroom. program and work closely with the classroom teacher
Handson to make connections with classroom curriculum.
| activities

stimulate the
imagination, develop a curiosity about life, and reveal a new
world of education that many students may never knew
existed. Activities are modeled after Camp Tyler Outdoor
School, with over 5 decades of quality educational program-
ming experience. The CGOS curriculum meets national
standards and state T.E.K.S. objectives. What is Residential Outdoor School?

The residential outdoor school program is four (4) days

CGOS facult . ;
strive to buil dy and three (3) nights targeting 5th grade students. The
upon and residential program it is based on an immersion

hilosophy taking students from the traditional class- . .
complement ea p : ; . ?
cIasSroom 1 room setting and challenging them in the outdoor world. Who provides the equipment?
teacher By slowing down, students have time to ask questions,
curriculum solve problems, and discover answers. Activities during Camp Gilmont

the week include: team building initiatives, forestry, aquatic Outdoor School made
biology, orienteering, astronomy, geology, folk singing and the investment in
East Texas Pioneering. scientific equipment tg

through both
precamp and

postcamp ' e
interactions, as assist schools in )
well as in the meeting thle stateds

educational objectiveq.
During handsn
activities, students haye

collaborative delivery of CGOS programs. CGOS curricula | DO you offer Day Programs’?
focus on science, mathematics, social studies,

selfconfidence and team building. Yes! The Outdoor School Day Program is a one day the opportunity to use
outdoor school experience available to students in grades  GPS units, compassep,
K-7. Activities include developing a plan, recording thermometers, meter
observations and measurements, classifying living tapes, aquatic nets,
organisms and understanding their basic needs, boots, magnifying

estimating, observing cycles, nature sketching, and drawing |oupes, and telescope
conclusions. Students bring their own sack lunch.
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